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SUBJECT 

2024-2025 Regional Tuition and Fees Survey 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

None 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Annually, the Board office conducts a comprehensive tuition survey of the four-year public 

institutions in the surrounding states. States participating are Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, 

Nebraska, North Dakota, and Wyoming. The survey compares mandatory tuition and fee 

costs and total costs using the following parameters: 

 

1. Tuition and Fees – This represents tuition and any mandatory fees for 30 credit 

hours per year for undergraduate and 24 credit hours for graduate. These data are 

collected for undergraduates and graduates for residents and nonresidents.  
 

2. Total Cost – This number is a combination of the tuition and fee costs plus the cost 

of housing and meals. Housing is based on a double occupancy room and the meal 

plan is based on a plan that provides 15 meals per week or one that is close to that. 
 

The figures reflected in the study only include costs that are identified for all students. 

Special discipline fees are not included since they cannot be identified for all students. 

Therefore, a student could pay costs higher than those reflected in this report if he or she 

were enrolled in a discipline with special support fees. 
 

It is important to also note that the nonresident rates do not reflect any reciprocity 

agreements or other tuition reduction programs between states. Therefore, a nonresident 

student could attend a given institution at a lower cost than indicated in this report. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 South Dakota ranks fourth highest out of seven states for undergraduate resident tuition 

and fees, and third highest for graduate resident tuition and fees in the region. For 

nonresident tuition and fees, South Dakota is the second lowest for both undergraduate and 

graduate levels.  
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 While South Dakota’s ranking for graduate and undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees 

has not changed dramatically in the last five years, the gap between South Dakota and the 

lowest ranked state for undergraduate resident rates is the lowest in the last six years, 

showing the importance of the tuition and fee freezes implemented in recent years. Notably, 

South Dakota has been narrowing the gap between its undergraduate resident tuition and 

fees and the lowest in the region since FY20, achieving a reduction of over $1,300 or 35%. 

 

 In FY24, South Dakota's system achieved the lowest total cost ranking for both resident 

and non-resident undergraduate students. This accomplishment reflects our state's efforts 

to minimize all expenses, including housing and meal plans, for our students. The low 

nonresident rates reflect the goal of recruiting nonresident students to build the SD 

workforce. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

None 


